











A b s t r a c t
The	paper	presents	 the	problem	of	degradation	of	 the	former	 industrial	complex	PKWK	“Jawiszowice”	
in	Brzeszcze	with	its	buildings	and	technical	infrastructure,	and	examines	the	possibility	of	its	re-use.	It	
emphasizes	 the	benefits	of	 the	area	 revitalization	 in	 the	broad	sense	 that	 seems	 to	be	 the	most	 sensible	
decision	which	may	be	made	after	the	termination	of	extraction	of	the	raw	material.	The	main	aspect	is	
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facility	 in	 the	world.	The	architecture	of	 the	complex	consists	of	simple	geometric	solids,	
slammed	into	cubes	of	steel	frame	construction,	filled	with	red	brick.	
In	1986,	coal	extraction	has	been	suspended	[4],	and	a	broad	spectrum	of	social	and	spatial	
activities	 that	was	 later	 performed,	 opened	 a	 new	 chapter	 in	 the	 history	 of	 the	mine.	At	 the	
moment,	the	Zollverein	industrial	complex	is	a	model	example	of	revitalization	of	post-industrial	




































The	 main	 idea	 of	 revitalization	 is	 to	 transform	 the	 industrial	 area	 into	 an	 educational	
and	 cultural	 center,	 with	 the	 supplement	 in	 the	 form	 of	 numerous	 sports,	 recreational	 and	
entertainment,	tourism	and	museum	facilities.	The	project	fits	in	with	the	popular	in	Europe	–	
and	tested	in	the	revitalization	of	other	mining	objects	–	trend	of	so-called	“creative	industries”,	
while	 taking	 into	 account	 the	 economic	 and	 cultural	 needs	 of	 the	 region.	 Naming	 of	 the	
buildings	has	been	chosen	to	combine	their	old	function	with	the	new	one,	while	maintaining	
the	nomenclature	proper	for	the	mining	industry.	For	many	existing	buildings	that	undergone	
revitalization	 and	 in	 different	 zones	 of	 the	 complex,	 new	 names	 have	 been	 adopted	which	
evoke	the	coal	exploitation:	for	example	‘The Mine of Knowledge’	(a	museum),	‘The Theatre of 
Coal-Black Humor’	(a	theater),	‘SPA-lony Shift’2	(a	SPA)	and	‘Coal	Sketches’	(an	art	gallery),	
‘Excavation’	(a	cultural	centre),	‘Extraction’	(an	acting	school),	‘KOKS’	(the	Original	Arthouse	




museum,	 sports,	 shopping,	 the	 seat	 of	 the	 administrative	 staff	 and	 complex	management,	
and	 –	 in	 the	 eastern	 part	 –	 two	 zones	 combined:	 the	 outdoor	 and	 sports	 area	 (preserved	
in	the	naturalistic	style,	open-air	stage	on	a	hill,	an	amphitheater	and	a	reservoir	equipped	
with	a	port	for	rafts	and	boats).	The	mine	buildings	fit	in	with	the	planned	large-scale	green	
areas	such	as	 forests	 (the	project	 includes	 the	creation	of	spaces	 for	undertakings	such	as	





































of	old	red	brick	buildings	and	a	contemporary	 interference	 in	 the	form	of	white-plastered	
concrete	 and	 large	 glazed	 surfaces,	 generating	 the	 impression	 of	 lightness	 that	 stands	 in	
opposition	to	the	character	of	the	buildings	built	in	the	traditional	technology.	The	main	idea	
of	the	project	is	to	highlight	the	antagonisms	intensified	by	the	wordplays	in	the	naming	and	















area,	 with	 the	 use	 of	 energy-efficient	 and	 innovative	 solutions	 and	 technologies	 that	 are	
implemented	in	the	construction	of	new	facilities	and	the	renovation	of	the	existing	ones.
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